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EDITORIAL 


Jell,it is like this", Ace said 
to mee"Sure I want to get an ede 
ucation,more than enything else, 
that is why I am going to NYCC, 
But my heart just isn't in it 
and that's a fact. I don't see 
why I can't go tg a Catholic Cole 
lege, I'ma Catholic and I have 
the risht to go there,haven't I? 
Byt it is hard for a Negro to get 
ine I wish I could though, for 
what the Negro Race needs today 
to fight off all that Conmunism 
stuff, is young people like me 
that really lmow something about 
their religitn, and ean tell 
about it to others, And how are 
we to learn about it in free City 
Celleges? I ask youl" 


That conversation took place way 
back in 1938, when I had just 
come to Harlem from Canada and 
yas not sure of all my facts,.But 
I was going to find out,and find 
out I did. The results were} 
simple. Many Catholic Colleges 
in the East and the North and the 
Y est were taking Negroes and then 
again many were nots When they 
were taking them, they extended 
to them usual scholarships and 


reduction in tuition fees, as- 


they did to the whites, All that 
was left to do then,was to raise 
sufficient money to pay those re- 
duced fees for Ace, 


Then there was Herbert,a brilliant 
young student, who dreamed of a 
Catholic College, and there was 
Kathleen, who wanted the same 
type of education. Then a letter 
came from the Middle West 


from 


Muriel. She had heard of Friende- | 
ship House and wondered if we | 
could not mals HER dream come | 
true, and it was a Catholic Col- 
lege again~--- she has such good | 
marks, There was Iola and sh) 
needed help to get her MA in Soe | 
ciology. Then cam Eleanor and 
Alfred, they wanted to go to 4 
Catholic High School in their ree 
spective towns,They had noe special 
reasons why. Just that they had 
graduated from Catholic Rrochial 
Schools and wanted to go onbeing 
WITH Jesus+---~-~--And soon I was 
flooded with letters from all 
over the country,written by cager 
intelligent Catholic Negro youth 
wanting to claim their birthright 
as Catholics--~-All hoping, pray=- 
ing fo a Catholic education---~ 


CATHOLIC EDUCATION IS THE-RIGHT 
OF EVERY CATHOLIC CHILD----these 
solemn Words of the Church kept 
coming back to me, as I sat and 
pondered this immense and grave 
problem. Here weré young people 
belonging to a Race, that in the 
USA was bearing a tremendous 
burden of injustice «-=-e- social, 
racial, economic-that had to fight 
tremendously just to survive. 
From all sides it was being 
attacked and infiltrated by every 
ism going. And no wonder under 
the circumstances, There were 
thirteen million Negroes in 
America, Only 250,000 of them 
were Catholics, The present Pope 
had repeatedly drawn tho atten= 
tion of American Catholics to tho 
plight of the Negroes here, aske 
ing them to help and remedy it. 
The Catholic Hicrarchy,wedA aware 
of the situation was rising 
nightily to the ene sende 
ing many new Religieus Orders to 
the South,encouraging overywhere 
the laity to form good works to» 
ward the same end, 


Yet, what better way of bringing 
the Truths of our Faith,and with 
it renewed hope and solution for 
the very crux of the Negro probe 
lem so called,then the influx of 
Negro Youth into our school and 
Colleges? For here again, as in 


so mny other instances, tho | 
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Church alone has the solution of 
the Racial Problem,it lies simply 
and @irectly in the very teaching 
of the Doctrines of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. 


Negro Youth fully and completely 
trained in all the teachings of 
the Church and Faith will natue 
rally becane in tur teachers ef 
their Race. Once more the desire 
of the Popes will be fulfilled 
through the natural creation of 
an apostolate of the Negro, by 
the Negro, that will be a marvee 
lous impetus for the warking out 
of a real Christian Democracy re- 
constructed on the P rinciplesa & 
Christian Social Justice which 
includes Interracial Justice--<-« 


The P ad was getting covered with. 


the same nameS----over and over 
againe Ace, Iola, Kathleen, Herb 
and so on, There was nothing to 
be done about it bt start on a 
College fund for them all, and 
the others that were inevitably 
going to follow in their foot« 
steps. That was in 1958. And 
this year Ace and Herb and Kathe 
leen will graduate from a Cetho+ 
lic College, and so will Idla 
from her Postgraduate course ,Al- 
fred and Eleanor are in a Catho- 
lic High School, and Alfred is 
with the Fathers, Muriel is fine 
4shed and going thru her novi+ 
tiate,. 


But then there is Charles who has 
just started and next year there 
will be two more girls and another 
boy coming up. Ye of Friendshi 

House feet wonderful when we thin 

of this growing apostdlate of the 
Negro by the Negro. in the next 
4issue I will try to tell you a 
little more about each of them-- 
They are Worth knowWing-----these 
courageous youngsters of ourse-- 
Modern pioneers in a new field ef 
Catholic Actione-----Thank youfor 
héiping us to allow these 


children of ours---keep on pens 
a 


"WITH JESUS"~--as Eleanor 
Alfred say---- 


STAPY REPORTER 


Friendship House Gives The nks 


We like the idea of Thanksgiving 
because it gives us a chance to 
say a lot of things we've never 


. said before - so we're dedicating 


our column this month to you and 
you and you because we want you 
to know how truly thankful we 
are that you give us the chance- 
to do Catholic Action.... 


You write us many nice letters-- 
ere how fine you think our 
Work is----But without your sup- 
port, your financial assistance 
and your 6ncouragement, we would 
never be able to work in Friend- 
Ship House, 


All people do not have a vocae 
tion fora full-time job in this 
particular field of endeavor---- 
But every time that you offer up 
& prayor for us, or send us lite 
erature or clothing or money,you 
are participating actively in 
our Work --- and you are giving 
us the material and moral support 
necessary to carry on----in the 
natural order. 


Life in Friendship House is a 
series of miracles----eand those 
miracles are the results of your 
generosity----Gur Clothing Room 
is a never-ending Wond6rrr------ 
Tuesday evening mey find the hane 
gers forlorn and enpty-----maybe 
there isn't a single hat on the 
pegs----or 2 dress on the rack. 
But you and the postman - never 
let us dayn---Wednosday morning 
there is sure to bo a box of 
clothing fran Illinois, or Mass-~ 
achusetts or Connecticut------O0r 
maybe we need a topcoat for Hr, 
Smith, or a book in braille for 
the blind, or money to bury the 
dead, or cod liver oil for the 
children--~--WWhatever our needs 
aLCee--God answers our prayers 
through your generosity--------~+ 


So this Thanksgiving finds us 
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truly thankful for the priv- 
ilego of Working in Friendship 
House «-- for the . good friends 
that we have acq uired thru the 
years #-- for your Christelike 
charity to us. Friendship House 
indeed gives thanks --humbly and 
from the heart. . 


THe BARONESS JOTS IT DOWN 
Dear Friends, 


So you're curious to know if there 
ts a Catholic. Harlem ««seor so you 
said in your last letter to mo. 
And when IT read that I couldn't 
help repress a smile. Catholic 


Hartem? Of course there ise----- 
let's tako a little walk thru 
Harlem and discover its Cathe 


olicity, shall we? 


let's start at the beginning of 
the Harlem area=-«-down on 110 St, 
to 116th St. which is the Porto 
Rican Area ond where all tie pooe 
ple are sorved by St. Paul and St 
Cecelia and the nicest littlo 
Spanish Church you ever saw, Some 
Christmas you must go and see its 
Crib. It has a slot box,and when 
you put in a penny,lots of things 
happon. Angels flutter their 
wings --- Shepherds bow, and Christ 


mas Hynmms play. 


On St. Nicholas Avenue noar 118 
Street, you Will see Sts Thanas Guirch 
and a nico Church it is ~-ewith a 
big hall, where all ‘Communion 
preakfasts aro held,and where all 
the same social tics that you have 


in your parish, meet, and where 
the Crusaders, a- booming Youth 
Organization has the lovliest 


-pimes ever, under the benevolent 


eyes of th curate-in charge.Cone 
vert classes are very successful 
here as in all Harlem Churches, 


Now let us continue our stroll up 
Seventh Avemis, and on to 141 St. 
between Seventh and Highth éAvome 
where we shall find a large love 
ly grey church and onco inside ve 
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@iscover a cool, dim, peace which 
gohtrast strangely with the ‘noiso 
of tho strect. This is St. Chrbs' 
the ltiother church of Harlem as it | 
wore, Whore Monsignor McCann 
dean of Colored Work has labored 
for mny years in this portion of 
the Lord's Vinyard. 


St. Charics Borromoo is cortaine 
ly a beehive of holy activity. 
Celebratod thru out the diocese 
and outside its boundarics for 
its Convert classes-e--in 1939 it 
had a Confirmation of 800, Hore, 
too, all Parish activitios floure 
ish-«with study clubs and Youth 
Societies. And of course thore 
are. the many corp oral and spirit 
ual works that 411 priecsts worke- 
ing Harlem arc called upon to 
porform. In ovcry rectory hore, 
door bells ring ccaselossly, bo- 
licve me «---- 


St. Aloysius is a llission church 
of St. Charles and served by the 
Fathers there. Its school is by 
the way, run by the Colored. Nuns 
of whom I shall speak later. 


Highor up, on 151 St., still be- 
tween 7th and 8th avonuos, is tho 
Church of the Resurrection, whore 
everything I have said of the 
otler Parishes applies, Its paro= 
chial school is under the guidance 
of the Black Franciscan who. cane 
frou England. 


Tet us retrace our stops, 

East now, to Lenox Avenue, 
back South again ‘till we reach 
138 St. Here betwoen Lenox and 
Sth, wo will find th Rectory of 
St, Mark's, tho Evangelist, with 
its school, and Church Hall, In 
charge of this are the good Holy 
Ghost Fathers, who for 30 years 
have lobored so hard in this 
great mission ficld, It is our 
parish, and I confess a groat 
love for it. And ours is a most 
active parish with the Sodality, 
tho Holy lam Socicty---+----Junior 


going 
and 


and Sonior, Convert .classes, the — 
school, our own Friondship House | 


and tho serving of; the Harlem 


the | 
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Hospital, The four fathors who |\ 
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run it have enough and more te 
occupy every moment of their day 
and far into the night----------« 
Teaching at St. Marks School are 
the Sisters of the Byessed Sace 
rament,the order which was found- 
ed by the Reverend Mother Drexel 
of Philadelphia, 


Now we go down Madison Avenue and 
stop at 128th Street.Here is All 
Saints and a big church it is, 
with its’ mixture of white and 
Negro parishioners. Its large 
school has been made the annex 
of Cathedral High, and connected 
with it is All Saints Academy on 
126th Street and Madison Avenue, 
Right above All Saints, there is 
a@ group of Systers of the Cmgre- 
een of the lHiost Pure Heart ef 
“Ary, living in a brown stone 
house on l5lst Street,which they 
use as & school and as living 
quarters. The good sisters teach 
at Saint Aloysius, ond they run 
one of the best Catholic nurser- 
ies in Harlem, A busy life and 
a useful one is theirs. And there 
are churches on the fringe of 
Harlem like St. Joseph and our 
lady of Perpetual Help who gé6t 
their quota of Negroes but cane 
not be included inthe boundaries 
of Harlem, 


I think you ‘now have an idea 
that there is a Catholic Harlem, 
28,000 people served by nine 
churches and as many schools. 


"Be ye one as my Father andI are 
one"+--Always the Church His be- 
loved spouse hears these words, 
and keeps them in her heart 
laboring mightily to bring them 
to pass. Come and see hew she 
does it in Harlem, 


Yours in Christ, 


Catherine. 
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NEGRO AMERICA FIRST LADY 








by Ellen Tarry 
(Continued from October) 


SYNOPSIS: 


Negroes and whites alike are 
proud of the achievements of Mrs 
Wary McLoed Bethune. Born on the 
outskirts of Mayesville, South 
Carolina,into a large family, thru 
sheer perseverance and thru the 
assistance of a Quaker Lady,Mary 
Crissman, Mrs.Bethune became the 
president of the largest Negre 
College in the U.S., and adviser 
to President Roosevelt en matters 
relative to the Negro Question. 
In the installment ,Miss Tarry 
tells us vividly how this came 
about -----= 


One day,Mary and her Mother were 
sitting in their little cabin 
discussing the girl's desire te 
go away to school. There was a 
kmock at the door. The visiter 
wos Mary's former teacher, The 
news that she brought changed 
the course of Mary's life. 


It was customary, following the 
Reconstruction Period, for phil- 
anthropic white. people in other 
sections of the country to give 
scholerships to Negroes in the 
Souths Realizing Mary's eagere 
ness to learn, the teacher had, 
for.some time, been trying te 
obtain such aid for the girl. 
Out in Denver, Hary Crissman, 
who. from childhood had been 
taught to save one-tenth of her 
possessions to be used for some 
charitable purpose, had heard 
about the little colored girl in 
Meyesville, South Carolina, who 
was so anxious to go away te 
school. And when the teacher 
called at the Mcleod cabin that 
day, she told Mary that Miss 
Crissman had made it pessible 
for her to go to Scotia Seminary 


now Barber-Scotia Junior College 
at Concord, North Carolina,. 


As a student, Hary Mcleod showed 
so much promise that, following 
her graduation, she was sent to 
Moody Bible Institute at Chicago 
Tliinois. Miss Crissman made 
this training possible also. 


Upon her graduation from Moody, 
Mary McLeod applied to the Pres# 
pyterian Board of Missions for 
@ position in the African Mission 
fields. Instead, she was. sent 
to Augusta, Georgia, to teach 
at Haines. N@rmal & Industrial 
Institute under Miss Lucy Laney. 
After leaving Haines,iiary lcleed 
taught at Sumter,South Carolina, 
It was here that she met and 
married a fellow teacher, Albert 
Bethune. The couple left Sumter 
and went on to Savannah, where 
their son, Albert Hceleod Bethune 
was borne 


Mrs, Bethune left Savannah to 
teach ina mission school at 
P alatka,- Florida, And it was 
from Palatke ‘that she went to 
Daytona where she founded the 
school tmt now bears her name, 


The story goes that she arrived 
in Daytona on October 4th, 1904, 
with $1.50 in her purse and: a 
fortune of faith in her heart, 
With these assets, Mary iicLeod 
Bethune launched Daytona Educae 
tional and Industrial Institute. 
She rented a small cabin and some 
edjacent land, Then she begged 
empty boxes from the neighborhood 
merchants; these boxes serving 
as adesk for the teacher and 
seats for the five little girls 
who were her first pupils. on 
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shucks and old Spanish moss were | 
‘stuffed into ticking and of. such | 
make were the first beds, 


Mrs.Betimne trained her students 
to sing and it was these Negro 
children's natural gift of son 

that; helped to keep the schoo 

alive during those first days of 
its precarious existence, Nume 
6rous were the concerts and fese 
tivals that replenished the 
school's empty . ‘coffers. During 
the Florida "season", . students 
from Daytona Educational and 
Industrial Institute sang at 
many of the popular. hotels and 
resorts. Mrs, Bethune always 
accompanied her pupils, even 
thovigh she often was compelled 
to enter these establishments 
through the kitchen, 


Another one of lirs, Bethune's 
methods of keéping the school 
alive was her “Inspection Days", 
She would send out*to the woalthy 
residents of surroundin comme . 
nities, invitations. When the 
guests arrived to inspect the 
school,they were soated upon the 
crude seats that tho students 
were using. Then the student s 
Would sing spirituals, ‘After a 
fow numbers, the guests found 
their seats most uncomfortable, 
But, while . they turned and 
squirmed, the students sang on 
and on.  <after the students 
finishod singing, Mrs. Bothunes 
came forward and pleaded . the 
cause of Daytona Educational and 
industriel Institute, 


%To be Continued) 
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